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May 15, 2020  

 

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, P.C., M.P. 

Prime Minister of Canada 

Office of the Prime Minister 

80 Wellington Street 

Ottawa, ON 

K1A 0A2   

 

By email: pm@pm.gc.ca 

 

Re: Request for support for potential depopulation losses 

 

 

Dear Prime Minister,  

 

On behalf of Canada’s poultry and egg industry, we thank you and your government for your efforts in 

combatting COVID-19 and for the announcement made on May 5, 2020 in support of the agriculture and 

agri-food sector. While these first steps in support measures are welcomed, they do not fully address the 

risks the pandemic has created when it comes to providing Canadians with the food they need to keep 

themselves and their families healthy. In order to continue to ensure food security for Canadians, support 

for Canada’s poultry and egg supply chain is essential. 

 

This global pandemic has disrupted workplaces in our sectors, increased operating costs and triggered 

drastic shifts in poultry and egg demand, sales prices and buying habits. The poultry and egg sectors saw a 

temporary surge in demand in some areas at the retail level while at the same time, experienced a drastic 

collapse in demand for our product from the foodservice and restaurant sectors, and full service retail deli 

counter, resulting in an overall reduced demand. This has negatively impacted some of our commodities 

more than others. While we have worked together to navigate these challenges, such as lowering production 

volumes for the coming months, due to the realities of our production cycles, some of these decisions only 

begin to impact the market in mid-May, well after the pandemic hit. This challenging situation is a direct 

result of the pandemic—and is in no way a failure to respond to market signals.  

 

At the processor level, this uncertainty of production and oversupply has had a catastrophic and 

concentrated impact. For example, wholesale chicken and turkey prices have decreased substantially 

between the beginning of the crisis and the end of April, while the costs of production have remained the 

same. Processor margins have been squeezed as overhead and operational costs increased significantly 

within plants due to the need to purchase additional PPE, institute additional sanitation measures, adjust to 

absenteeism, and implement new protocols and measures to keep workers healthy and safe. The 

government’s announcement of $77.5 million for the agri-food processing sector is welcome news, but this 

funding will be insufficient due to the high demand from the multitude of processors across all protein 

commodities who also need to make adjustments at this time. 
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On our farms, farmers are faced with the unfortunate reality that their products may not reach Canadians. 

With several processing plants having seen COVID-19 cases among employees, and despite adjusting 

production to lower demand and plant capacities, some farmers and processors are still at a high risk of 

having to depopulate flocks. While we recognize the interest of the Federal Government to deliver support 

to farmers through existing Business Risk Management programs, it is important to note that AgriRecovery 

only covers the costs associated with depopulation. AgriStability was designed to address fluctuations in 

farm income and may not provide the support required to offset a disaster situation related to a large-scale 

depopulation of poultry. The poultry and egg sectors are not eligible to participate in AgriInvest.  

 

In this event, the poultry and egg sectors are being overlooked for government support—we do not require 

a set-aside program, and we are not seeking compensation for our lowered production. We are asking for 

an assurance from the government that if we are in the unfortunate situation of having to depopulate, we 

will receive adequate support for our losses. 

 

We are concerned that should these COVID-19 conditions persist, they will have long-lasting impacts that 

will damage Canada’s poultry and egg processing capacity, affect the reliability of Canada’s food supply 

and permanently impact employment and economic activity in our sectors. The absence of commodity 

specific support measures could lead to unwanted outcomes for our sectors and the Canadians who rely on 

our products. We want to ensure the availability of poultry and egg products, the ability to continue to 

provide employment to more than 144,000 Canadians, support for the communities where we operate, and 

ensure food security from coast to coast to coast.  

 

Prime Minister, based on your recent comments, we are hopeful that the government will announce further 

relief packages in the coming days. By providing assurance of support to the poultry and egg sectors should 

depopulation be necessary, you will ensure a steady supply of safe and affordable food, and the health and 

well-being of Canadians through the COVID-19 crisis. We have worked with officials at Agriculture and 

Agri-Food Canada to identify policy solutions to address these needs, and we look forward to further 

dialogue and government decisions on the matter.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
ROGER PELISSERO 

Chair, Egg Farmers of Canada 

 

 
BRIAN BILKES 

Chair, Canadian Hatching Egg Producers 

 
DARREN FERENCE 

Chair, Turkey Farmers of Canada 

 

 
BENOÎT FONTAINE 

Chair, Chicken Farmers of Canada 

 

 
JOËL CORMIER 

Chair, Canadian Poultry and Egg Processors Council 
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CC: Honourable Chrystia Freeland, P.C., M.P. 

Honourable Jean-Yves Duclos, P.C., M.P. 

Honourable Navdeep Bains, P.C., M.P. 

Honourable Bill Blair, P.C., M.P. 

Honourable Patty Hajdu, P.C., M.P. 

Honourable Mélanie Joly, P.C., M.P. 

Honourable Bill Morneau, P.C., M.P. 

Honourable Carla Qualtrough, P.C., M.P. 

Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, P.C., M.P. 

Chris Forbes, Deputy Minister, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

Frédéric Seppey, Assistant Deputy Minister, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

Paul Samson, Assistant Deputy Minister, Programs Branch, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

 

 


