
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 
 
 
November 21, 2019 
 
The Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food 
1341 Baseline Road 
Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0C5 
Via Email: aafc.minister-ministre.aac@canada.ca

The Honourable Mary Ng, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Small Business, Export Promotion and 
International Trade 
125 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0G2 
Via Email: mary.ng@international.gc.ca 

 
Re: Market access to China for Canadian poultry products  
  
Dear Ministers:   
 
On behalf of our associations, we congratulate you on being appointed to your respective portfolios and look 
forward to working with you on shared priorities. While our associations will soon be sending you separate 
letters outlining those priorities, we are writing today to bring an important, time-sensitive issue to your 
attention. 
 
In December 2014, China banned Canadian poultry imports as a result of an avian influenza (AI) outbreak in two 
localized farms in British Columbia. Following our industry due diligence as a result of this outbreak, Canadian 
poultry processors were pleased with the subsequent CFIA announcement in April 2017 indicating that China 
had lifted the Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) restrictions on all poultry and poultry products from 
Canada. However, we were subsequently told some “technical” items needed to be resolved between the two 
countries before Canadian processors could resume exporting products to China.  
  
Our associations followed up with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s Market Access Secretariat and the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s Import/Export Division several times since the April 2017 announcement to 
inquire on the progress of discussions with Chinese authorities and to see if our industry could be of any 
assistance. To our knowledge, there has not been any significant progress made to date. 
 
We estimate that exports of Canadian poultry and egg products to China could be greatly increased if the 
technical issues barring access for our products can be resolved. More specifically, our members see export 
growth potential in this market for egg products, fresh poultry products, edible poultry by-products that are 
surplus to our domestic market and value-added, ready-to-eat, further processed poultry and egg products. It 
should also be noted that Canada has been free of AI since 2016, and that when incidents occurred, our other 
trade partners recognized our AI zoning. 
 
We learned last week that China lifted the ban on U.S. poultry imports that had been in place for nearly five 
years as a result of an avian influenza outbreak in 2015. The U.S. has been able to strike this agreement with 
China despite recent cases of Newcastle disease and AI. 
 



 
 
 

 

 

We would expect that individual approval of exporters would be required if access was restored, but we 
understand that in the past three months, China has approved approximately 40 new Brazilian meat and poultry 
plants without necessarily making audit visits. 
 
Considering the protein shortage and the restoration of access for Canadian beef and pork, we believe that it 
should be possible to get agreement with China for poultry and egg products.  
 
Given this news and our industry’s interest in China’s market, we urge your government to engage with Chinese 
authorities to resolve outstanding technical issues so that Canadian poultry and egg processors benefit from the 
same level of access to China’s market that was granted to U.S. exporters. Please note that members of our 
respective associations raised the issue directly with Ambassador Barton, his staff, China customs and officials 
from China’s State Administration for State Regulations earlier this week in Beijing and that we remain available 
to assist you in any way. 
 
Best regards,  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Jean-Michel Laurin 
President & CEO  
Canadian Poultry and Egg Processors Council 

 Chris White 
President & CEO 
Canadian Meat Council  

 
 
c.c. Frédéric Seppey, Assistant Deputy Minister, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada  

Steve Verheul, Assistant Deputy Minister, Global Affairs Canada 
 


