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The Canadian Poultry and Egg Processors Council is an 
industry-funded associaon with membership of over 90 
companies in 6 sectors of the poultry and egg industry. 
CPEPC members process over 90% of Canada’s poultry, 
eggs and hatching eggs.

CPEPC is the voice of poultry and egg brands in Canada.

Source of prosperity
and economic growth

Industry Sectors

Chicken and turkey primary processors (slaughter)

Poultry further processors

Egg graders and processors

Hatcheries and breeders









Canadian poultry and egg 
processing plants and 
hatcheries directly employ 
28,000 workers

Jobs

Canadian poultry and egg 
processors and hatcheries 
have invested $2.5 billion 
dollars in land, equipment 
and facilies

Investment

The acvity of Canadian 
poultry and egg processors 
and hatcheries generates 
$7 billion dollars in sales 
each year

Prosperity

CPEPC is the industry associaon represenng 
processors, packagers and distributors of chicken 
and turkey meat, graders and processors of eggs, 
and hatcheries in Canada.

WE REPRESENT SOME
OF THE LARGEST AGRI-FOOD
COMPANIES IN CANADA

Canadian Poultry & Egg Processors Council



We work with Canadian Food Inspection Agency, Health Canada and Public Health Agency of Canada to ensure outcome based
regulations are consistently applied

4.  Regulatory Stability

Additional Market Access granted through CPTPP and USMCA will result in reduced throughput in primary processing plants
3.  Trade Deals

Continued focus on efficiency in the Canadian chicken supply chain has reduced our environmental impact and made chicken
more sustainable

c.  Environmental Sustainability
Member companies utilize 3rd party audits in our hatcheries and processing plants

Birds are raised, inspected and processed following strict codes of practice for animal care and handling
b.  Animal Welfare
Proper handling and cooking of raw chicken products, including raw breaded products, ensures they are safe to eat

Member companies work continuously to bring trusted products to market backed by strict national food safety standards
and government oversight

a.  Food Safety
2.  Public Trust

More than half of Canada’s poultry & meat processors cannot nd enough people for available jobs, or experience chronic
recruitment challenges 1 

1.  Labour Security

MAJOR ISSUES:

26 member companies have invested in excess of $600 million in plant and equipment and directly employ over 5,000 people 
(according to our estimate) in every region of Canada.  

This rapidly growing sector is supplied by primary chicken processors and transforms raw chicken meat into a variety of innova-
tive foods for the retail and foodservice markets. Further processed products are a growth engine for the Canadian chicken indus-
try with sales estimated to be in excess of $1.6 billion. The primary focus of this sector is on the myriad of technical issues which 
associate with new product development. 

FURTHER PROCESSING: FURTHER POULTRY PROCESSORS ASSOCIATION OF CANADA 

Council's 18 primary chicken processor members operate 34 primary processing plants in 9 provinces. These companies have a 
throughput of more than 1 billion kilograms (eviscerated weight) of meat each year, which represents more than 90% of all chick-
en processed in Canada. We estimate that this coast to coast economic activity directly employs over 9,000 Canadian workers, and 
represents an investment in plant and equipment of more than $800 million.

Our members, including all the major brands that you recognize across the country, purchase over 90% of their supply of raw 
product exclusively from the chicken producers of Canada (members of the Chicken Farmers of Canada). 

PRIMARY PROCESSING: CPEPC’S CHICKEN PRIMARY PROCESSING SECTOR 

Member companies operate 34 broiler hatcheries in 9 provinces, hatching ~95% of Canadian day old chicks.  We estimate that 
this activity directly employs more than 2,000 Canadian workers, and represents an investment in plant and equipment of ap-
proximately $200 million. 

In meeting the needs of Canadian broiler growers, processors and consumers, hatchery members source hatching eggs for incu-
bation both domestically and internationally. Under the current NAFTA and GATT/WTO Agreements (and codied in the draft 
USMCA agreement), 21.1% of the total Canadian broiler hatching egg requirement is sourced from outside Canada and enters 
the country duty free. The remaining 78.9% of our requirement is purchased from Canadian broiler hatching egg producers.


